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the populations become, as I think they must become, 
restive under the awful cost of militarism, the popular 
demand will require that appeals should be to the courts 
and not to the senseless ordeal of battles. 

What could be more irrational for the settlement of a 
dispute, than that two nations should choose masses of 
the most precious thing they have — their young manhood 
— and hurl them against each other, like so much timber 
or metal, till the mere physical issue should incline this 
way or that ! A profound immorality underlies the whole 
method. Might cannot make right. If force is ever to 
be invoked to maintain right, it can only rightly be used 
when all just moral methods have been exhausted. 

It was a nobly prophetic word, uttered by one of our 
preachers verj' lately — "There is no such thing as a right 
of conquest. Mere conquest confers no right whatsoever." 
When we weary, friends, of our inhuman massacre of the 
Filipinos, the obligation of justice towards a people over 
whom it is not possible that we should acquire by pur- 
chase, or force, any right to rule, will remain, the same as 
ever. The only formula for our dealings with them will 
be the Golden Rule. We must apply to them the princi- 
ples of 1776. 

Right makes might — right makes might. The strength 
and security of nations rest in their allegiance to the 
truth, to every highest ideal and law which they discover. 
This, which is the teaching of religion, is equally the 
verdict of history. The progress of civilization has 
actually consisted, as I have shown you here before, in 
the gradual ascendency in communities of the unselfish 
virtues. Its key-note is the third Beatitude. Let us open 
our eyes, and, seeing the danger to which our nation is 
now perilously exposed, use all our influence to bar the 
extension among us of the war-spirit, and to resist the 
system of militarism. 



The Best of AH Banners. 

BY F. P. WILLIAMS. 

I have seen the most wonderful vision that ever was 
shown unto men; 

Oh, what joy it would give me to know that my eyes 
may behold it again — 

And that some glad morn I shall waken to welcome 
the advent of day, 

In a world where such things are abiding — not dream- 
like and passing away. 

In the vision there was a great nation whose sons were 

called free men and brave — 
They had humbled the haughty usurper — uplifted the 

suppliant slave — 
And men looked to that nation for guidance, all 

through the broad, civilized world; 
Eyes grew brighter and heart-throbbings quickened, 

wherever her flag was unfurled. 

Not by words had she won her great glory, but 

wrought it by fiery deed. 
She bowed down to a "Lord, God of battles" — her 

sons had adopted this creed : 
Men should ceaselessly fight against evil, though they 

cover the earth with the dead. 
And the stripes on the flag of that nation were red, 

like the blood she had shed. 

While I pondered these matters and marveled, there 
came o'er the vision a change; 



A man had arisen — a teacher — whose tongue uttered 

sentiments strange, 
For he spoke of a courage far higher than ever that 

nation had found; 
He denied that her children were freemen, he said 

they were shackled and bound. 

He declared that the God whom they worshiped was 

not that Great Father above, 
Who commandeth all men to obey him by dwelling in 

brotherly love — 
But that as the creatures of darkness, by angels on 

high they were known ; 
And he spoke of their idolized flag as an emblem of 

Satan's black throne. 

Then he looked at their threatening bastions — their 

cannon's forbidding array — 
And their menacing, steel-covered vessels on ocean 

and river and bay; 
"The sweet peace that surpasseth all knowledge — oh, 

what do ye care for it, here ! 
"The peace that ye offer — what is it ? The peace 

that's begotten of fear." 



So 



apostle — "Dismantle your 



Repent 



spake the new-risen 
glowering walls ! 

"In the Name of the Meek One, I charge you. 
ye ! 'tis Jesus who calls ; 

"Lo ! the Wonderful Counsellor speaketh — all knowl- 
edge of warfare must cease ; 

"In the place of your battle-stained banner lift up the 
white emblem of peace." 

They assailed him with horrified voices, they ap- 
proached him with wrathful cries — 

"What! lower the best of all banners ? The villain 
who ventures it, dies ! 

"Like a dog — like a viper — a traitor — he perishes 
quick, where he stands!" 

Then they fell on the daring apostle —they seized him 
with patriot hands — 

And they thrust him away from among them. Desert- 
ed he wandered — alone — 

Like that One in Gethsemane's darkness, whose prayer 
and whose agonized groan 

Were unheard, save by heavenly spirits appointed to 
watch over man ; 

True believers in peace are as outcasts; God wills 
it — He makes it His plan — 

Yet their true hearts are fixed and unchanging — they 

sacrifice friendship and more ; 
Their fortunes and lives they count worthless — nor 

can the promoters of war 
Lay down more for their blood-crimsoned banners 

than is pledged to the flag pure and white ; 
The deepest and truest devotion is shown by the 

children of light. 

And now there was quick preparation, the land was 

convulsed with alarms ; 
The nation was hot to give battle — her sons she was 

calling to arms. 
She was threatened by stealthy assassins — a blow at 

her life had been sped — 
And she called to her children for vengeance; the 

blood of her foes must be shed. 

But the man without comrade or country — the friend 

of true peace, once again 
Was upraising his voice, loud and fearless: "Oh, 

nation of traitorous men — 
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"When your armies press forward to battle — when 
your weapons rend quivering flesh — 

"Lo, 'tis written in heaven against you, ye murder 
Christ Jesus afresh. 

"Why else was our dear Lord incarnate — why else 

was His wonderful birth — 
"But that men should become loving brethren ? but 

that peace should prevail upon earth ? 
"For what did He die in such torture, save the cause 

of goodwill among men ? 
"Oh, will not that torture suffice you ? Oh, why 

would you slay Him again ! 

"Far better for you in the Judgment it ye lay down 
your lives in His cause ; 

"See ! On high I lift up His white standard ; for- 
sake the flag crimsoned in wars, 

"And gather, with me as your leader, beneath this 
pure emblem of peace ; 

"So shall we draw near to the Master — our spirits 
gain happy release." 

And behold! as he pleads comes a marvel; he has 

touched on an answering chord — 
Men are heeding his words,, men are turning, men are 

throwing down rifle and sword 
And assembling beneath the white banner. At last 

the peace army is born — 
To the shame and ,the lasting confusion of ministers 

false and forsworn 

Who libel an All-loving Father — who preach a black 

gospel of hate 
And set wicked approval on warfare, when enemies 

threaten the state; 
Lo ! our foes can be conquered by meekness — Christ 

said it, and therefore they can. 
Unto whom ought men look in a crisis, but Jesus the 

Savior of man ? 

But none can receive this great truth, save a handful — 

the very elect ; 
With men nourished on patriot maxims Christ's 

words can have little effect. 
And I saw it was so in my vision, they who stood fast 

for God and the right 
Were called, by the masses, deserters — coward knaves 

drawing back from the fight. 

Yet, though scourged by the tongues of the nation, 

though assailed with reviling and sneers, 
It was steadfast — that little peace army — that handful 

of God's volunteers ; 
But I thought of the oncoming trial — the billows ol 

flame rolling nigh — 
"Can they meet that baptism, unshrinking?" I said, 

and a voice made reply: 

"These are they whose true hearts are unchanging ; 

they sacrifice friendship and more, 
" Their fortunes and lives they count worthless — nor 

can the promoters of war 
"Lay down more for their blood-crimsoned banners 

than is pledged to the flag pure and white. 
"The purest and deepest devotion is shown by the 

children of light." 

Then the banner unstained was borne onward — the 

march of Christ's soldiers begun — 
That the patriots' hope might be blasted — the will 01 

Our Father be done — 
And the peace be revealed to that nation, that is 

known in the Kingdom above ; 



The true peace that is born, not of terror, but deep 
and unquenchable love. 

On a far spreading plain were two armies, confronted 
and strongly intrenched — 

The moment had nearly arrived when the earth with 
hot blood would be drenched — 

And each army declared that its standard stood alone 
for the cause of the right, 

That the "Lord God of battles" was with it to con- 
quer its foes in the fight. 

Then into that field came the soldiers who bore neither 

rifle nor sword, 
But were valiant for God the All-Father, the true and 

the sovereign Lord — 
The brave army of peace with its banner — the best of 

all banners and signs — 
To the heart of that field it advanced— right between 

the grim, threatening lines — 

Oh, I wish that all they could have seen — they who 

tremble lest Christ lived in vain, 
When the patriot hosts are recruited and rallied by 

preachers profane — 
The troops of that bloodthirsty nation, their foes on 

the opposite side, 
And the army of peace holding back the terrific — the 

murderous tide. 

Down the field, from the hostile encampments, came 
messengers riding with speed — 

Sent to halt the audacious invaders and find out the 
cause of their deed ; 

"Go ye back to your ranks," was the answer — "con- 
temners of Christ's holy will, 

"Ye, whose infidel hearts hate that God who com- 
mandeth that men shall not kill — 

"Ye, who soon may be summoned to Judgment, to meet 
your Creator's dread face — 

"Take these words to your murderous comrades — oh, 
who would dare stand in their place! — 

"We, who gather beneath the white standard, we trem- 
ble with horror and dread 

"When we think of your blood-guilty souls — ye who 
soon may be stricken and dead — 

"And we therefore have come here to save you — to lay 

down our lives for your own ; 
"Train your guns! Let your murderous missiles come 

crashing through flesh and through bone — 
"Strike us down as we stand here, defenceless, beneath 

this pure banner of peace ; 
"Strike us down ! and so give to our spirits triumphant 

and happy release — 

"Free our spirits forever from bondage, in mansions 

above give them birth — 
"Where no scenes are enacted like these that ye force 

on the sorrowful earth." 
Astounded, the patriots listened — they who over and 

over again, 
Had been told that to perish in war is to die like the 

Savior of men. 

And then there was quick consultation, there was 

speeding on fleet-footed horse — 
There were signals — and answers — and orders — and 

threats of compulsion by force — 
But all were in vain ; the peace soldiers bore the 

onset unshrinking, unmoved — 
Saying only that they were determined the power of 

love should be proved. 
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Men have slaughtered their foes in all ages; some say 
that they will till time ends — 

But the soldiers have never been seen who could 
ruthlessly slaughter their friends; 

So the death-dealing cannon kept silence, the mur- 
derous sword was undyed, 

The white banner of peace was triumphant — and 
patriot voices had lied 

When they said there's no way save through warfare 

that warring of nations can cease — 
That only the muzzles of cannon give birth to the 

Angel of Peace. 
For the spirit of Jesus is able to conquer the spirit 

of war ; 
This, the vision had clearly revealed. And the 

wonderful vision was o'er. 
Montclair, N. J. 



The Peace Manifesto of the Workers 

of Britain to the Workers 

of all Countries. 

This manifesto was sent out by the British workmen 
during the great Peace Crusade. It was signed by more 
than seven hundred labor leaders representing nearly 
every industry in the United Kingdom : 

"The undersigned, while holding diverse views upon 
political and social questions, are united in deploring 
that, after centuries of so-called civilization, barbarism 
abounds, and the world is still governed by brute force. 

In that spirit we venture to address you, and knowing 
how vitally you are interested in the Czar's proposals for 
stopping the farther increase of armaments and the 
gradual introduction of a system of international media- 
tion or arbitration, we hope you will join us in demanding 
that our respective governments shall cordially co-operate 
with the Czar in taking the initial step — a step which, if 
taken, must at no distant date lead to the reduction of 
armaments and lightening the worker's burden. 

If the millions of War's victims, whose blood has dyed 
every ocean and saturated the soil in all parts of the 
globe, could momentarily revisit us, what a mighty chorus 
of approval would be raised at the announcement that a 
practical effort is being made to arrest the further slaughter 
of our fellows ! 

Generation after generation has protested against the 
awful sacrifice of life, the terrible burdens imposed 
upon industry, the incalculable waste of wealth, which 
labor created and War destroyed ; but until now neither 
protests, entreaties, nor prayers have been heeded, and 
the evil continued — every nation rushed madly into the 
race, essaying to rival each other in armaments and 
to-day nearly five millions of men, skilfully trained in 
the art of destruction, are ready at the word of command 
to destroy what generations have toiled to build up, and 
to kill every one who resists them. 

Not one of this mighty host produces anything, and 
those who do produce have to pay for feeding, clothing, 
housing and arming these unproductive millions. 

In nearly every country able-bodied men in the prime 
of life are forced to quit their useful occupations, enter 
the army, and remain there for years, while the women 
at home work and pay taxes. If they escape from 
destruction on the battlefield, barrack life and the drill- 



sergeant sap their manliness and too often transform 
them into idle loafers. The cost of maintaining these 
armed hosts is incalculable, but it has all to be defrayed 
out of the fruits of labor, and all producers have to work 
an hour longer every day of their lives to pay for these 
institutions, which are a perpetual menace to Peace. 

Statesmen in every country profess to lament the 
magnitude of the evil, but until recently no responsible 
government has been bold enough to take the initiative 
and propose a remedy. At last, however, a ray of hope 
comes to us from an unexpected quarter — the Czar of 
Russia has invited all professedly civilized Powers to 
consider whether it is not possible to stop the suicidal 
rivalry in armaments and to mutually agree that for a 
term of years no country shall increase army or navy. 

For our part we hail the Czar's Rescript and are not 
disposed to question his sincerity. Whether he has any 
ulterior object in view, whether the form of government 
of Russia is good or bad, are questions which it is not 
our present purpose to discuss. If we wait until a simi- 
lar proposal is made by a government which is free from 
such nefarious practices as empire-expansion taking the 
form of land-grabbing and exploitation, our hopes will be 
long deferred, indeed, must be abandoned, for there is 
no such government. No ! we have waited long enough, 
and now that a definite proposal is before us why should 
we, who have so much to gain by its acceptance, hesitate 
to be deluded by cries about the Czar's insincerity? 

It may suit the purpose of people who live upon taxes 
to raise such cries, and it is but natural that they should 
be joined by army and navy contractors, who supply 
soldiers with provisions unfit to eat, boots and clothing 
unfit to wear, and weapons frequently useless in war- 
fare — of course, all these vested interests would suffer. 
But what they lost the people would gain. 

The reason assigned for the continual increase of arma- 
ments is that they are necessary for defensive purposes. 
Every government blames some other government for the 
continuance of the evils, and no one knows which is the 
real sinner ; but a Conference would prove which is the 
great stumbling-block in the way of Peace. 

Should the Conference not be held, or, if held, prove 
abortive, nations will go on increasing their armaments, 
wasting more millions and imposing more taxes, while 
year by year their fighting strength will be relatively the 
same as now, but the danger of a universal War will be 
greatly increased. 

If, however, a truce is called for a term of years the 
people will have time to reflect and prepare for another 
step, namely, a gradual reduction of armaments, and in- 
stead of squandering the fruits of labor upon war-pro- 
voking institutions utilize the wealth which is now wasted 
upon armaments in useful works of productive industry. 

So profoundly are we inpressed by the appalling evils 
of militarism, and the enormous advantages which its 
arrest would give to industrialism, that on this question 
we have buried our differences upon other subjects, and 
agreed to unite in support of the Czar's proposal, and 
earnestly entreat you to join us in our Crusade for Peace. 

Friends ! the toilers of the world have had a long night 
of suffering through War and its manifold horrors. Let 
us, therefore, rejoice that a ray of light, even if it comes 
from Russia, heralds the dawn of a brighter and happier 
day!" - 



